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March 22, 2020 
 
 
Every now and then we live through history in the making and our actions set a 
precedent for the future while developing a tone for the present. 
 
The reaction of Niles Community Schools’ teachers, staff, and administrators to the 
coronavirus-related school closure shows the commitment of everyone to the 
families we serve. It is almost unbelievable that we can go through a closure, have 
review packets put together for the students, ramp up food distribution, 
communicate with parents and staff, have plans in place for operations, control bus 
service, etc. The amount that was accomplished is a testament to everyone. It all 
happened in four days. 
 
In some cases, leadership would be praised for the success, in other cases, the 
processes or preplanning would get credit. In our case, the success of what we have 
accomplished thus far is a direct result of all our people pulling together to assist our 
kids and their families. 
 
We will see other issues come up: we may see the diagnosis of members of our 
community, there will be individual items that have to be handled, things we 
couldn’t have expected. Our District is now past the initial planning stages and must 
now put long-term plans in place to prepare for a variety of other scenarios that may 
take place. 
 
Once our students come back, we don’t know what ‘normal’ will be. We have much 
to do, but we now can make the plans necessary to move forward. There’s no way 
the Board can say thank you enough.  There has never been a time when I’ve felt 
prouder to be a Viking. 
 
Dana Daniels 
President, Board of Education 
Niles Community Schools 
 


